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D O E S  O A  =  L E S S  P R E S T I G E ?

NO
Nature 
has OA

The Lancet 
has OA



W H E R E  D O E S  T H E  
M Y T H  C O M E  

F R O M ?



I ' L L  T E L L  Y O U  A  S T O R Y

( S O M E  D E TA I L S  H A V E  B E E N  S I M P L I F I E D  
A S  I S  T H E  W AY  W I T H  S T O R I E S )



I N  P R I N T  
J O U R N A L S  
T H E R E  W A S  
O N L Y  S O  
M U C H  S P A C E ,  
S O  G E T T I N G  I N  
W A S  
P R E S T I G I O U S



IT  WAS 
ALS O 
FREE



W H E N  J O U R N A L S  
W E N T O N L I N E T H E Y  K E P T  T H E  
G AT E K E E P E R  R O L E

-  D I F F I C U LT  TO  G E T  I N T O

-  B U T  F R E E  F O R  A U T H O R S  T O  
P U B L I S H



B U T  T H E N  T H E  
M E G A - J O U R N A L  
A P P E A R E D



J O U R N A L S  W A N T E D  M O R E  
C O N T E N T  &  T H E Y  W A N T E D  Y O U  TO  
PAY  T O  P U B L I S H

-  E A S I E R  T O  G E T  I N TO

-  S U G G E S T I O N  O F  PAY  TO  P L AY



S U D D E N LY  
T H E  B A R  TO  
E N T R Y  W A S  
L O W E R E D



A N D  T H I S  
O N E  T Y P E  O F  
O P E N  A C C E S S  
M U D D I E D  
T H E  W AT E R S  
F O R  
E V E R Y O N E  
E L S E



W H A T  A R E  R E S E A R C H E R S  R E A L L Y  L O O K I N G  F O R ?

• A signifier that their work is worth reading and citing

• Trust in the peer review process

• PDF design, accessibility and discoverability

• A venue that will be valued in promotion criteria and job searches



W H I C H  I S  A L L  
P O S S I B L E  W I T H  

O P E N  A C C E S S
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